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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicants' filing on 06/10/2005. In virtue of this filing, 
claims 1-16 are currently presented in the instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Adamson (U.S Patent No: 6, 400, 103) in view of Marsden et al (U.S Patent No: 
2002/0173321). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Marsden et al disclose in figure 2 that, a lighting control 
network recovery system for a wireless network of lighting elements, comprising: a 
plurality of ballasts each of said plurality of ballasts(220,222,224) being configured both 
as a slave element (CNTLR(218)) and a network master control unit (CNTR(210)); one 
of said plurality of ballasts(220, 222, 224) configured as a network master control unit 
(21 0) to control each of said plurality of ballasts(220,222, 224) as a slave element(21 8). 
Col. 7, lines 43-57. 

Marden et al do not disclose wherein, when a network master control unit no 
longer functions, one of said plurality of ballasts configured as a replacement network 
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master control unit takes its place by becoming a new network master control unit and 
taking control of the lighting control network (because each network master control unit 
and each ballasts are required to have a different address for configuring data from the 
each master control unit and ballasts and installation or replace the master slave). 
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Marsden et al disclose in figure 1 above that, wireless master-slave distributed 
communication network for control the lighting street comprising a master slave (10) has 
an address#0 and the slave nodes (12-22) have address #(2-12). Paragraph [0019], 
lines 1-1 1 and each slave node has a unique address, installation and in order to enable 
the network to change dynamically to take in account slave nodes such as street lamps, 
joining or leaving the network as shown in paragraph [0025] to paragraph [0027]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ the 
wireless master-slave distributed communication network disclosed in the wireless 
network of Marsden et al in the network-able power controller of Adamson to achieve 
the claimed invention. As disclosed in the wireless network of Marsden et al, the 
motivation for the combination would be to obtain the flexible installation and 
configuration. 

Regarding claim 9, Marsden et al disclose in figure 2 that, a lighting control 
network recovery system for a wireless network of lighting elements, comprising: a 
plurality of ballasts each of said plurality of ballasts(220,222,224) being configured both 
as a slave element (CNTLR(218)) and a network master control unit (CNTR(210)); one 
of said plurality of ballasts(220, 222, 224) configured as a network master control unit 
(21 0) to control each of said plurality of ballasts(220,222, 224) as a slave element(21 8). 
Col. 7, lines 43-57. 

Marden et al do not disclose when the network master control unit no longer 
functions, replacing the network master control unit with one of said plurality of provided 
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ballasts configured as a replacement network master control unit; and communicating 
with each slave element to become a new network master control unit and take control 
of the lighting control network by the replacement network master control unit(because 
each network master control unit and each ballasts are required to have a 
different address for replacing/configuring/installing the master control unit or 
ballasts). 

Marsden et al disclose in figure 1 above that, wireless master-slave distributed 
communication network for control the lighting street comprising a master slave (10) has 
an address#0 and the slave nodes (12-22) have address #(2-12). Paragraph [0019], 
lines 1-1 1 and each slave node has a unique address, installation and in order to 
enable the network to change dynamically to take in account slave nodes such as 
street lamps, joining or leaving the network as shown in paragraph [0025] to paragraph 
[0027]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ the 
wireless master-slave distributed communication network disclosed in the wireless 
network of Marsden et al in the network-able power controller of Adamson to achieve 
the claimed invention. As disclosed in the wireless network of Marsden et al, the 
motivation for the combination would be to obtain the flexible installation and 
configuration and replacement. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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3. Claims 2 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Prior art does not teach that, at least one remote control unit having a plurality of 
keys; and at least one main power line having said ballasts connected thereto such that: 
the one of said ballasts that is configured as a network master control unit is adapted to 
setup the network configuration of the lighting control network on power-up reset by 
recording the registration of each slave element and the association of each slave 
element with at least one key of the at least one remote control and to control said 
lighting control network thereafter, and each of said plurality of ballasts, other than said 
network master control unit, that is configured as a slave element is adapted to join a 
lighting control network on power-up reset by registering with the network master control 
unit and associating with at least one of said plurality of keys of said at least one remote 
control unit recited in dependent claim 2( claims 3-10 would be objected since they are 
dependent claim 2). 

Prior art does not teach that, the steps of: providing at least one remote control 
unit having a plurality of keys; providing at least one main power line having said 
ballasts connected thereto; on power-up reset performing the steps of: 
setting up the network configuration of the lighting control network by the network 
master control unit, by performing the sub-steps of registering each said slave element 
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with the network master, and associating each registered slave element with one of said 
plurality of keys of said at least one remote control unit; and controlling the lighting 
control network by the network master control unit recited in dependent claim 10(claims 
10-16 would be objected since they are dependent claim 10). 

Citation of relevant prior art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Prior art Hosemann (U.S. Patent No. 6,160,795) discloses Network 
communication. 

Prior art Giannopoulos et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,157,093) discloses modular 
master-slave power supply controller. 

Prior art Pedretti (U.S. Patent No. 56811,942) discloses a device for 
optimized management of fluorescent lamps. 

Prior art Katyl et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,838, 116) discloses an fluorescent 
light ballast with information transmission circuitry. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Minh Dieu A whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 AM-2: 45 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Owens Douglas W can be reached on (571) 272-1662. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Examiner Minh A 
Art Unit 2821 
Date 9/28/08 
/Douglas W Owens/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2821 
September 30, 2008 



